
 

Modernizing Virginia’s School Infrastructure Can’t Wait 
Virginia’s public school buildings are aging, underfunded, and leaving students to 
learn in worsening conditions. 
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Why Virginia Needs Updated Schools Now 
● Over half of Virgin ia’s schools are  over  50  years old, and the state  has ident ified $25 billion  of 

backlog infrast ructure  needs in  2021. 
● Virgin ia cont r ibuted $1.25 billion  for  school infrast ructure  in  the most  recent  budget  for  the next  

two years, a histor ic increase but  likely not  enough to meet  the growing backlog in  a typical year . 
● Virgin ia’s oldest  schools are  in  many of the state’s poorest  localit ies, where communit ies have the 

least  ability to raise  local revenue. 
● Updated air  filt rat ion  systems are  essent ial to mit igat ing the spread of COVID in  schools, and 

addit ional funding is needed to modernize all buildings.  
● Many schools are  not  ADA compliant  -  prevent ing students with disabilit ies from fully engaging in  

safe  and accessible  public schooling. 
● Invest ing in  school infrast ructure  will yield returns over  the long- term, boost  local economies 

with new construct ion  jobs, and, as numerous studies conclude, lead to improved student  
outcomes, school climate, health, t eacher  effect iveness, and st ronger  teacher  reten t ion.  

Virginia Is Neglecting Its Students’ Learning Conditions 

● The state  covered only 10% of school infrast ructure  needs between 2009- 2020 , leaving localit ies 
with vast ly different  capacit ies to raise  revenue to pay the rest . No student  in  a high- income state  
like Virgin ia should have to learn  in  a crumbling school, regardless of zip code. 

● Virgin ia’s cont r ibut ion  to school infrast ructure  has been  among the lowest  of any state  in  the 
count ry, and every other  neighboring state  and D.C. offer  ongoing direct  support  to school 
divisions for  infrast ructure  needs. Virginia should commit  to a sustainable  state  support  model.  

● Aging school infrast ructure  is re lated to worse inst ruct ion  for  students, negat ively impacts 
student achievement , increased absenteeism, and increased dropout rates.  

● Research has shown that poor infrastructure in rural schools negatively affected student 
outcomes  more than teacher turnover and socioeconomic challenges.  

Virginia Has the Resources To Bring Its Schools Into the 21st Century by: 

https://studiesvirginiageneralassembly.s3.amazonaws.com/meeting_docs/documents/000/001/365/original/Presentation_VDOE_Response_12.1.21.pdf?1638287104#page=8
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9181051/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e-ZKfDmyJs83-a7KTUcKwrmy261NpBFw/view
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w14516/w14516.pdf#page=29
http://edworkingpapers.com/ai19-30
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/235313648_The_walls_speak_The_interplay_of_quality_facilities_school_climate_and_student_achievement
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/33306/1001440-Teachers-Perceptions-of-Their-Working-Conditions-How-Predictive-of-Policy-Relevant-Outcomes-.PDF
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/hsph-in-the-news/school-buildings-student-health-performance/
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5sw56439
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/301761879_School_building_condition_social_climate_student_attendance_and_academic_achievement_A_mediation_model
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/33306/1001440-Teachers-Perceptions-of-Their-Working-Conditions-How-Predictive-of-Policy-Relevant-Outcomes-.PDF
https://cepa.stanford.edu/content/how-teaching-conditions-predict-teacher-turnover-california-schools
https://www.nber.org/papers/w14516
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a5ccab5bff20008734885eb/t/618aab5d79d53d3ef439097c/1636477824193/SOOS-IWBI2021-2_21CSF+print_final.pdf#page=73
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/how-your-state-funds-school-construction/
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5sw56439
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5sw56439
https://ttu-ir.tdl.org/handle/2346/20199
https://ttu-ir.tdl.org/handle/2346/20199
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● Implement  the bipart isan  Commission  on  Social Construct ion  and Modernizat ion  
recommendat ions. 

● Ident ify sustainable  revenue st reams that  can  fund school infrast ructure  in  the billion- dollar  
range each budget  cycle  and work to reduce our  infrast ructure  backlog. 

● Allow localit ies to hold referendums to increase their  own sales tax for school infrast ructure. 

https://studiesvirginiageneralassembly.s3.amazonaws.com/meeting_docs/documents/000/001/396/original/Commission_Recommendations_12.1.21.pdf?1639066350
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2022/02/25/house-panel-kills-push-to-let-localities-fund-their-own-school-construction-costs-through-sales-tax/

